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Urban Value Platforms as an Innovative
Approachto Enhancingthe Economic
Efficiency of Urban Neighborhoods: ANew

Theoreticaland Applied Framework

Prof. Dr. Saleh Hassan Orabi

Professor of Islamic Law. PhD Researcher in Philosophy of Economics,
Cairo University. Founder of the Theory of Spiritual Economics and
Succession Engineering

(Part1:2)

N
Arab cities exhibit a widening gap between the substantial urban and human

potentials embedded within their neighborhoods and the actual economic
value generated from them. While urbaneconomics literature has advanced
considerably, it continues to treat the city as the primary unit of analysis, often
overlooking the neighborhood as a finegrained economic system with latent
productive capacities. This study introduces an original concept—Low Urban
Economic Efficiency Zones (LUEEZ)- which is operationally defined through a
set of indicators measuring the discrepancy between asset availability and
economic output. The paper further proposes an innovative model, Urban
Value Platforms (UVP), a digital-urban—economic framework situated within
the emerging discourse of platform urbanism and the sharing economy. The
UVP model aims to transform the neighborhood from a passive residential
space into an integrated productive platform by activating latent assets—
population, skills, urban spaces, and social networks—within a unified system
that reorganizes local economic relations. Employing an analytical-deductive
methodology, the study constructs the proposed model and presents a
hypothetical application to simulate the model's structural logic. The scenario-
based projections illustrate that activating local resources through the UVP
model could potentially enhance neighborhoodlevel economic efficiency,
improve quality of life, and support more balanced patterns of urban
development. The study concludes by addressing the operational
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requirements and potential risks, such as digital exclusion, to ensure a
balanced implementation of the model.

Keywords: Urban neighborhoods, Low Urban Economic Efficiency Zones
(LUEEZ), Digital economy, Urban Value Platforms (UVP), Platform Urbanism,
Sharing Economy, Adaptive reuse.

Introduction

Arab cities currently exhibit a structural disparity between the substantial
urban and human potentials embedded within their neighborhoods and the
actual economic value generated from them. While urban economics literature
has traditionally prioritized the city as the primary unit of macro-analysis, it has
largely overlooked the neighborhood as a micro-economic system possessing
latent productive capacities.

This neglect is particularly evident in neighborhoods that possess high
population density and infrastructure but suffer from "economic dormancy." To
address this, the study introduces the concept of Low Urban Economic
Efficiency Zones (LUEEZ). Unlike descriptive terms for urban decay, LUEEZ is
operationally defined through the discrepancy between an area’s "Asset Base"
(available skills and spaces) and its "Economic Yield" (local employment and
service circulation). This mismatch necessitates a shift from viewing
neighborhoods as passive residential clusters to seeing them as potential
productive hubs.

The study proposes an innovative model, the Urban Value Platform (UVP), to
bridge this gap. Situated at the intersection of platform urbanism and local
economic development, the UVP model functions as a digital-urban—
economic framework designed to catalyze the "Sharing Economy" at a hyper-
local level. The core premise is that while every neighborhood possesses
latent assets—such as specialized skills, underutilized urban spaces, and
social networks, these assets remain fragmented. The UVP model acts as an
institutional and digital mediator that enables these resources to function
within an integrated system. By reorganizing local economic relations, the
model transforms the neighborhood into a platform capable of generating
sustainable value and strengthening social capital. This transition follows a
clear causal pathway: by digitizing the visibility of local assets (Intervention),
the platform reduces transaction costs for local services (Mechanism), thereby
increasing the neighborhood’s overall economic output (Indicator).
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Adopting an analytical-deductive methodology, this study first identifies the
theoretical gaps in current urban discourse and subsequently constructs the
UVP framework. The paper then presents a hypothetical application to
simulate the model’s potential impacts on a prototypical Arab neighborhood.
Rather than presenting confirmed empirical data, this scenario-based
projection illustrates how targeted digital-urban interventions could potentially
enhance economic efficiency and improve the quality of life. Through this
approach, the study aims to provide a balanced roadmap for implementation,
accounting for both economic opportunities and the operational risks inherent
in digital urban transformations.

1. Background of the Study

Recent decades have witnessed significant expansion in the literature on
urban economics, particularly in the fields of agglomeration economics
(Glaeser, 2022), smart cities (Batty, 2021), and the knowledge economy
(Florida, 2021). Despite this advancement, scholarly focus has remained
centered on the city as the primary unit of macro-analysis, often overlooking
the neighborhood as a discrete economic system with latent productive
capacities. This gap in the literature is increasingly significant given the rise of
"Platform Urbanism," where digital interfaces now allow for the hyper-local
management of resources. Current studies often fail to integrate these digital
possibilities with the physical fabric of neighborhoods to enhance local
economic resilience (Sharing Economy models).

In Arab cities, a clear problem emerges: many neighborhoods possess high
population density, adequate infrastructure, and strategic location, yet fail to
produce economic value proportional to their inherent potential. This
phenomenon—referred to in this study as Low Urban Economic Efficiency
Zones (LUEEZ) -constitutes an urban and economic challenge that has not
been thoroughly addressed in previous literature. Unlike traditional urban
decay which focuses on physical blight, LUEEZ highlights an "efficiency gap"
where the neighborhood’s human and spatial assets remain economically
dormant. Operationally, this is manifested through low rates of local service
exchange and underutilized communal spaces, creating a state of "economic
leakage" where residents must seek employment and services far beyond
their immediate urban environment.
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2. Problem Statement

The core research problem stems from the systemic gap between the latent
urban assets of neighborhoods and the actual economic value generated from
them. This discrepancy does not merely represent a loss of potential but
initiates a cycle of urban economic decline.

Inefficient utilization of urban spaces leads to diminished land-use efficiency,
where property values and rental potential are decoupled from the actual
productivity of the neighborhood. This economic dormancy manifests through
several interconnected socio-economic challenges. First, the lack of local
coordination platforms results in rising unemployment and weak local
economic activity, as skilled residents are forced to export their labor to distant
central business districts. Consequently, this creates excessive pressure on
central urban infrastructures while leaving the neighborhood's internal
economy stagnant. Furthermore, without a mechanism to activate local skills
and spaces, income levels remain disproportionately low compared to the
inherent market value of the urban land. The problem, therefore, is not a lack
of resources, but the absence of a digital-urban framework capable of
internalizing value and reducing the "economic leakage" that characterizes
Low Urban Economic Efficiency Zones (LUEEZ).

3. Significance of the Study

The significance of this study stems from its multi-dimensional contribution to
both urban economic theory and planning practice. First, it addresses a
significant conceptual gap by introducing the term Low Urban Economic
Efficiency Zones (LUEEZ). By shifting the focus from macro-urban indicators
to micro-neighborhood productivity, the study provides a new diagnostic tool
for urban economists to identify and activate underperforming urban clusters.
Second, the research offers a high degree of theoretical originality by
proposing the Urban Value Platforms (UVP) model. This model is uniquely
positioned at the intersection of platform urbanism and local economic
development, offering a synthesized framework that integrates the physical
urban form with the burgeoning digital sharing economy.

Beyond its theoretical merits, the study provides a practical and scalable
framework specifically tailored for the socio-economic context of Arab cities.
This is particularly relevant for urban development authorities seeking
innovative, low-cost interventions to enhance neighborhood efficiency and
residents' quality of life without relying solely on traditional, capital-intensive
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infrastructure projects. By providing a clear roadmap for digital-urban
integration, the research aligns with modern strategic directions that prioritize
smart, sustainable, and self-sufficient urban neighborhoods.

4. Objectives of the Study

The primary objective of this study is to provide a comprehensive framework
for activating the latent economic potential of urban neighborhoods.
Specifically, the research seeks to:

1) Theoretically and operationally analyze the phenomenon of Low Urban
Economic Efficiency Zones (LUEEZ) by identifying the indicators that
lead to economic dormancy in asset-rich neighborhoods.

2) develop the Urban Value Platforms (UVP) model as a multi-layered
digital-urban approach designed to bridge the gap between urban form
and local productivity.

3) conduct a scenario-based hypothetical application to simulate and
assess the potential socio-economic impacts of the UVP model on local
employment, land-use efficiency, and social capital. By achieving these
objectives, the study aims to offer a reproducible roadmap for
enhancing neighborhoodlevel economic efficiency in the context of
rapidly digitizing Arab cities.

5. Research Questions

The study is guided by one central research question: How can the economic
efficiency of urban neighborhoods be enhanced through an innovative model
that integrates urban form with the digital economy? This overarching question
branches into the following subquestions: To provide a comprehensive
answer, this overarching inquiry is deconstructed into several analytical sub-
questions:

1) What are the underlying structural and operational causes that lead to
low economic efficiency in certain neighborhoods despite the presence
of significant latent assets?

2) Through what mechanisms can digital platforms reorganize and
restructure economic relations within the neighborhood to reduce
transaction costs and internalize value?

3) How can the adaptive reuse of underutilized urban spaces be integrated
into a digital framework to stimulate a dynamic local economy?

4) What is the causal relationship between the formalization of the
microservices economy and the dual outcomes of local income
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generation and the strengthening of social capital? By addressing these
sub-questions, the study seeks to clarify the intervention-mechanism-
indicator sequence necessary for transforming neighborhood-level
productivity.

6. Methodology of the Study

The study adopts a multilayered methodological approach designed to bridge

the gap between theoretical conceptualization and applied urban modeling.

1) An analytical method is employed to systematically review
existing literature on urban economics and platform urbanism,
thereby identifying the specific research gap regarding
neighborhood-level productivity.

2) A deductive method is used to construct the proposed Urban
Value Platforms (UVP) model, synthesizing economic principles
with digital-urban frameworks.

3) The study utilizes a hypothetical application to simulate the
potential impact of the UVP model on a prototypical urban
neighborhood. To ensure the rigor of this simulation, the
hypothetical case is built on a set of standardized urban
assumptions—including a population of 50,000 residents and a
baseline of underutilized spatial assets—to provide a controlled
environment for assessing projected socio-economic outcomes.

Furthermore, the research employs a comparative analytical framework to
strengthen its deductive logic. This framework involves a cross-comparison
between highefficiency and lowefficiency neighborhoods (LUEEZ) to isolate
the variables that inhibit value creation. Additionally, the study analyzes
successful models of the sharing economy and global experiences in the
adaptive reuse of urban spaces. By synthesizing these diverse strands, the
methodology establishes a robust foundation for positioning the UVP model as
a viable instrument for local economic regeneration, moving beyond purely
descriptive analysis to a prescriptive, scenario-based evaluation.

7. Research Structure

To ensure a nuanced scholarly argument, the manuscript is structured
according to standard academic conventions, moving from theoretical
grounding to model construction and scenario evaluation. Following this
introduction and the outlined methodology, the study is organized into four
main sections. The first section establishes the Theoretical Framework,
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positioning the research within the context of urban economics and platform
urbanism. The second section details the development of the Urban Value
Platforms (UVP) model, explaining its pillars and digital-urban components.
The third section presents the Hypothetical Case Study, providing a simulation
of the model’s application in a prototypical Arab neighborhood. The fourth
section analyzes the Theoretical and Operational Relationship between Low
Urban Economic Efficiency Zones (LUEEZ) and the UVP framework, clarifying
the mechanisms of value creation. Finally, the paper concludes with a
discussion of the findings, implementation risks, and policy recommendations
for sustainable urban development.
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This research answers the question : Is there a conflict between the concept
of the "option of the counciling in the contract" in Islamic jurisprudence and
financial contracts using blockchain technology?

| used various methodologies to varying degrees, taking into account the
context during the research. | primarily adopted an inductive, analytical, and
comparative approach, and in addition, | used the scientific reasoning method
in presenting the two different opinions in jurisprudence, and the descriptive
method.

The conclusions reached through explaining, analyzing, and interpreting the
evidence of both sides are presented to facilitate the derivation of the
appropriate ruling and serve the research objective.
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The research comprises the following elements: definition and description of
traditional and smart contracts within Islamic jurisprudence; comparison and
adaptation of traditional and smart contracts; and the chosen conclusion. This
conclusion is that the "the option of the counciling in the contract" in Islamic
jurisprudence refers to the period between offer and acceptance, during which
the offer remains valid until it is accepted. This leads to complete harmony
between the concept of the "the option of the counciling in the contract " in
Islamic jurisprudence and financial contracts using blockchain technology.

| Definition

Block Chain consists in electronic conception and is manifested in smart
contracts. It is controlled from home, by a single electronic fingerprint we can
obtain it. Definitely smart contracts are the future of finance and they will
replace the traditional one.

The difference between traditional contracts and smart contracts

Statement Traditional contracts Smart contracts

Third Party overeign Institutions, Lawyers | Not Applicable

Execution time | 1to 3 days Minutes

Transfers via traditional wavs means are automated, via a computer

y network

Transparency Not available Available

Archiving difficult easy

Security limited By encryption

cost High Simple

Signature Manual signature Digital signature

Il Jurisprudence & smart contracts

Statement Traditional contracts Possibility of
Smart contracts

Agreement separating of bodies in making offer | offer & acceptance

conditions & having acceptance in deal

Origins Hadith Ibn Omar Hadith of the prophet
Mohamed (Peace of God
on him)
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Jurisprudential opinions | (Nafi’ said: When Ibn Omar bought | “In sale the two salers
based on following | something he likes, he goes away) | have the right to have
Legal texts Narrated by Al-Bukhari. options for choice.”
Narrated by Muslim
Hadith in Arabic Gyl dmay Ll (6 2l 13) pout ol OS5 2 L5 JU) 5)%:3\%\);‘31\\_}12-\’2;72;:&“%/“72
(el
’ (b ol
JIBt 3, 1 (B e Il
(P75 o5 e
Jurist' Scholar Imam Al-Shafi’i, Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, | Imam Abu Hanifa
and Malik

(Nafii’ said: When Ibn Omar bought something he likes, he goes away) until to
bind the sale, this action of Ibn Umar is understood as meaning that he had
not been informed of the prohibition. Otherwise, it came in another hadith that
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “It is not
permissible for him to leave his companion for fear that he will resign.”
Meaning: It is not permissible for one of them to leave the other for fear that
the sale will be cancelled. Rather, the person should remain in the meeting
and the option remains for him and his companion. As for him to get up and
leave the place until the sale is binding, this is not permissible for him.
However, the action of Ibn Umar is understood as meaning that he had not
been informed of the prohibition.

Why the contracts?

Taking into consideration the conditions of people and in order to preserve
their interests, Islamic Sharia organized contracts.

In Islamic Finance legal contract is when the contracting parties must be
satisfied after the agreement, and it is not permissible to cancel it or to be
back in sale after that.

The jurist' Islamic Scholars differ in the ruling on the option of the counciling in
the contract in terms of its proof and prohibition, that is According to their
difference in the meaning of being " separated L,&" written in the hadiths.

[..And if they separated after they buy to each other, and no one of them left
the sale place, then the sale is fulfilled] agreed by Muslim & El-Boukhari
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Comparison?

Statement

The opinion supportive
The Traditional contracts

The opinion supportive
Possibility of Smart contracts

Jurist' scholars

Imam Al-Shafi’i, Ahmad lbn
Hanbal, and from The
Malikis Ibn Abd al-Bar, Ibn
Rushd, and Ibn Habib

Imam Abu Hanifa
and Malik

Legal texts

meaning

separation means in the
Hanbali school of thought
“It was said that he should
go away from him, so that
he does not hear his words
that he usually speaks”.

The saying of Imam Abu Hanifa and Malik
who went to prevent the option of the
council.

Proving

It proves the council’s
choice of those who have
pledged before separating
physically, not by words.

the contract is a moral unit represented by
the state of preoccupation in the council.

Meaning deal

no binding except after
separation from the council
by body.

The contract council is the unit of

time that starts from the time the offer is
issued and continues throughout the
period during which the two contracting
parties remain committed to the contract,
without any of them objecting to the
contract.

the contracting parties,
after the offer and
acceptance, as long as
they are in the council.

Result The council made the two  What is considered is the time period.
parts inclusive, even|when the sale took place in the form of
though they were offer and acceptance, the sale took place,
separated out of necessity. | and they were separated by words, even if

they did not separate from the contract
council.

Purpose the council is fixed for It is the customary period.

Therefore, the fact of sitting is not
intended in the assembly.

The intent is to express the will of
the council.

3/64 2112 7 & gl a5 238 all dmy dislia Lataa) 5l 11 QL sl (g i) !
2 Journal of the College of Education, No. 6, November 2016, pp.1-14
ey (14-1 o 2016 b 53 Gudbaall 2aal) 4 yill S Alaa
MA, Council Contract between theory and practice, pp. 73-84
8 pals (84 73 ¢Bukaill g 4y Hall G 23al) s ¢ priuala cu\A)udme.u\_q caad)
www.kantakji.com
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consideration

temporal element it should
not have an effect on it.
But this is not the reality.
Because the time element
has a great influence on
the council.

Restriction if the acceptance of the | they were separated by words, even if they
offer declined until the | did not separate from
council ended, it was not | the contract council. And no one of the
obligated to fulfill the | contracting parties could
agreement likewise a | rescind this sale.
break occurred.
Counter the contract council is a | The location of the contract council does
argument/ purely spatial unit. But|not mean the unity of the place in which

the transaction takes place in the narrow,
limited sense.

Counter
Argument/
new concept

In addition, the main
purpose of the contract
council is to determine the
period of time that may
separate the offer from the
acceptance.

Since this period is not limited to the case
in which the two contracting parties are
present in the same place, its concept will
extend to include contracting between
distant persons absent in place and time.

General rule

All contracting modalities are by all means of transfer of will.

The concept of the contract council in jurisprudence is a general rule
that applies to cases of contract between present and absent, taking
into account the specificity of the contract in terms of not requiring the
offeree in contract council to issue his acceptance at the same time and
place in which the offer reaches.

Result: the contract council can be defined as the time interval between the
offer and the acceptance, and during that period the offer remains valid to be
associated with the acceptance is determined. Therefore, there is a complete
harmony between the concept of the council option in Islamic jurisprudence
and financial contracts via blockchain technology.
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' Tobias Adrian, Tamas Gaidosch, Rangachary Ravikumar, Financial Stability Risks
Mount as Artificial Intelligence Fuels Cyberattacks, May 7, 2026, IMF, Link.
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1 This paper was published in the proceedings of the International Conference on
Conceptual Structures in Dresden, Germany, in July 2003: A. Aldo, W. Lex, & B.
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Broccoli Now Available

Professional accounting

Less efforts

Broccoli handles the books so management can focus

on the business — with instant reports, full

compliance with international standards, and the

flexibility to match how your company a;\cturally works.

Accounting

Kale

Procurement S

- Mustard

\
. J Analytics

) Arugula @

People & HR

International Standards

IFRS, IAS, GAAP and FAS coming soon. Plus
Zakat calculations, tax compliance and
e-invoicing integration.

Language

Arabic first, not an afterthought — bilingual at
the data level. Chart of accounts, reports and the
full interface in Arabic with complete
right-to-left support. No translation layer added
on top.

Growth

A system that grows with you — continuously
updated at no extra cost. As your business
expands, add Brassicum modules: Mustard,
Arugula, Kale — no migration, no new vendor.

Flexibility

Unlimited chart of accounts, multiple templates,
compound entries, account migration — Broccoli
adapts to how your company actually works.

https://www.brassicum.com
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