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“The word "Talmud™ means primarily “study” or “learning™ and is
employed in various senses. One refers to the opinions and
teachings, which disciples acquire from their predecessors in order
to expound and explain them. Another sense comprise the whole
body of one's learning. A third meaning in the technical phrase
Talmud, which is used to indicate a teaching derived from the
exegesis of a biblical text. A fourth meaning is the analytical aspect
of the commandment of Torah study™.
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S e

Early Leaders

Christianity Islam Judaism
Adherents L .
Called Christians Muslims Jews
followers of Christ Arabic
Name Means (Greek christos, " o of the Kingdom of Judah
. submission
Messiah)
c. 1800 BCE (Abraham);
6t cent. BCE
(Pentateuch); or 70 CE
Date Founded | c. 30 CE 622 CE (destruction of Second
Temple)
see When Was Judaism
Founded?
Southern Levant
Southern Levant Arabian (modern - day Israel,
Place Founded | (modern - day Israel, Peninsula Palestine, and Jordan)
Palestine, and Jordan) see Where Was Judaism
Founded?
(L3r|g|nal Aramaic and Greek Arabic Hebrew
anguages
Founders & Jesus, Peter, Paul Muhammad Abraham, Moses

within 60 years,
churches in major
cities in Palestine,

within 12 years,
entire Arabian
peninsula;
within 100

little expansion; mostly

Denominations

Expansion Turkey, Greece and years, Muslim confined to Palestine
Rome; entire Roman world stretched | area throughout history
Empire by end of 4th from the
cent. Atlantic to
China
Catholic - Orthodox . .
Schisms (1054): Catholic - ggc')ac'g‘)”””' & (Fi%f(‘)’g: é%”h"dox
Protestant (1500s)
Roman Catholic; . "
Eastern Orthodox; Sur]nl, Shi'a, Orthodox, Reform,
Sufism .
S Protestant o Conserv_atlve
see Jewish Sects and
see Christian SEES el Movements
Schools
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South America, Africa

Christianity Islam Judaism
Middle East,
Main Locations Europe, North and North Africa, Israel, Eastern Europe,

Southeast Asia

USA

UK

2.2 billion 14 million
O 1.6 billion
Adherents see Christianity ) see Adherents of
Adherents Judaism
Adherents in - - -
USA 159 million 3.3 million 5.6 million
Adherents in -
Canada 21 million 500000 350000
Adherentsin | 54 iion 320000

Bible (Hebrew Bible +
New Testament)

Qur'an (sacred
text); Hadith

Hebrew Bible (Tanakh);
Talmud

(Catholicism)

Texts (tradition)
see Christian Texts seellslamic see Jewish sacred texts
sacred texts
Non canonical
. canonical; called "the and corrupted .
ARSE ELS Old Testament" but useful as a Ceneilsel
inspired text
canonical (Catholic) or
Apocrypha useful but non Non canonical Non canonical but useful
canonical (Protestant)
Non canonical
B canonical and corrupted Non canonical
Testament but useful as a
inspired text
Apostle's Creed, Six Articles of . .
Creeds Nicene Creed Faith 13 Articles of Faith
Religious Law EEInen Sharia Halakhah

Religious
Authority

Bible; some also look
to church fathers,
church councils,
ecumenical creeds;
papal decrees and
canon law for
Catholics

Qur'an, Hadith

Bible, Talmud, halakhah
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Christianity Islam Judaism
views vary: most
believe inspired b N .
God: somepbelievg inspired, literal
Scri literal Word of God, yvord of .GOd’ .
cripture inerrant in original |n§rran|t in views vary
origina
languages
see Christian language
Doctrines of Scripture
Biblical
prophets were
true prophets;
Proohets Biblical prophets were mg};r;ge:% IS Biblical prophets were
P true prophets of God greatest true prophets of God
see Islamic
Beliefs About
Prophets
One God, who is a One God (Allah
Trinity of Father, Son in Arabic); the .
and Holy Spirit; same God 8”:\/?_8(1' Yahweh
God & Spirits angels; demons; saints | revealed
(imperfectly) in . .
see God & Spiritual the Jewish and | S€© Codlintudaism
Beings in Christianity Christian Bibles
Spiritual angels,
Beings angels and demons demons, jinn angels and demons
prophets;
Revered saints, church fathers Imams . Prophets
Humans (especially in
Shia Islam)
Sunni: the
Madhi
S;'\élr?qses:ﬁ%:l” the Messiah will come in
Jesus Christ is the future: identit the future
Messiah Messiah awaited by g : y
is known only . .
the Jews to Allah: Shi'a: see Jewish Beliefs about
was bor,n in : the Messiah
869, is now the
Hidden Imam
true prophet of
Son of God, God
incarnate, Word of gzg’s:’;:?:s
Jesus g,otﬂél\cv%sﬁ’éah’ savior been corrupted | false prophet
see Christian beliefs ts)etl? Ifslarglc i
about Jesus elels abou
Jesus
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Christianity

Islam

Judaism

Birth of Jesus

virgin birth

virgin birth

normal birth

Jesus did not

die, but
Death of Jesus ezl puEtes) e gggﬁ;?ﬁ% normal death
plus spiritual suffering heaven (a
disciple died in
his place)
did not die;
Resurrection - ascended into .
affirmed . Denied
of Jesus heaven during
crucifixion
Second
Coming of affirmed affirmed Denied
Jesus
through Prophets and | through
q Jesus (as God Muhammad, prophets, recorded in
Revelation Himself), recorded in recorded in Hebrew Bible
Bible Qur'an

Human Nature

Created good but all
inherit "original sin"
from Adam, causing a
tendency to evil

see Christian Beliefs
about Human Nature

born with equal
ability to do
good or evil
see Islamic
Beliefs About
Human Nature

two equal impulses, one
good and one bad

see Jewish views of
human nature

Salvation

correct belief, faith,
good deeds,
sacraments
(Protestants
emphasize faith alone)
see Christian Beliefs
about Salvation

correct belief,
good deeds,
Five Pillars

see Salvation in
Islam

belief in God, good
deeds

affirmed by most

Afterlife

Predestination denominations affirmed
Not emphasized; views
Resurrection of body eternal vary: no afterlife,
and soul; eternal Paradise or shadowy existence,
heaven or hell (most eternal Hell World to Come (similar
Afterlife denominations); to.he.aven), Gehenna
temporary purgatory o [l (similar to hell),
(Catholicism) Beliefs About reincarnation
see Christianity on the the Afterlife

see The Afterlife in
Judaism
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Christianity

Islam

Judaism

View of
Christianity

true religion

respected as
fellow "People
of the Book" but
have wrong
beliefs and only
partial,
corrupted
revelation

false interpretation and
expansion of Judaism

View of Islam

respected as a fellow
monotheistic religion,
but Muhammad is not
seen as a true prophet

false interpretation and
expansion of Judaism

respected as
fellow "People
of the Book" but

pope, pastor, minister,
preacher, deacon

View of true religion but with have wrong -
Judaism incomplete revelation beliefs and only i3 gy
partial,
corrupted
revelation
tousaor | MU | e | Syasoaue, temle
Worship meeting hall schul
Day of .
Worship Sunday Friday Saturday
priest, bishop,
Clergy archbishop, patriarch, Imams Rabbis
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Christianity

Islam

Judaism

Practices

Prayer, Bible study,
baptism, Eucharist
(Communion), church
on Sundays,
numerous holidays.

see Christian Practices

Five Pillars:
Faith, Prayer,
Alms,
Pilgrimage,
Fasting.
Mosque
services on
Fridays.
Ablutions
before prayer.
No alcohol or
pork. Holidays
related to the
pilgrimage and
fast of
Ramadan.

see Muslim
rituals and
practices

Circumcision at birth,
bar/bat mitzvah at
adulthood, observing
Sabbath, wearing tallit
and tefilin, prayer
services

see Jewish Rituals and
Practices

head covered
during prayer

generally no

Yes

generally yes (especially
men)

Major Holidays

Lent, Holy Week,
Easter

Eid - al - Fitr,
Eid - al - Adha,
month of
Ramadan

Yom Kippur, Days of
Awe, Passover

Other Holidays

Christmas, saints days

Mawlid, Ashura

Chanukah, Purim

Symbols

Cross, dove, anchor,
fish, alpha/omega, chi
rho

see Christian Symbols

Star and
crescent; name
of Allah in
Arabic; color
green; mosque
silhouette.

see Islamic
symbols

Star of David, chai,
hamsa, tree

see Symbols in Judaism
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